WILD DAYS WILDLIFE SHELTER

Wildlife carer and shelter operator: Kay Taranto
"Care, respect, freedom"

As 2011 comes to a close, | would like to share some of the stories and successes
with you, the friends and supporters of Wild Days Wildlife Shelter, who make caring
for our precious wildlife a little easier.

It has certainly been a very full year for Wild Days Wildlife Shelter, which has grown

: over the past twelve months. Wild Days now has three registered Foster Carers,
Marilyn, Megan and newly registered Raquel, who are learning the good and bad, happy and sad that comes
with trying to help our native wildlife, my two daughters Jacqueline and Hayley, who are on hand to assist with
the animals in care, my mum Margaret for the occasional babysitting role, and Julie with her help with browse
collection, a never ending task.

It has also been a year where many wonderful people have cleaned out linen cupboards and sourced
donations of unwanted towels, baby blankets, carry cages, containers and the like to provide to Wild Days for
use at the shelter and for distribution among foster carers. A notable mention is due to Jenny, a vet nurse at
Green Cross Vet Hospital in Rowville, for her innovation and assistance in collection of unwanted pet carriers
from the vet clientele and transport to Wild Days. A huge thank you too to those people who have been in a
position to donate financially to Wild Days and particularly to those who have selflessly eaten numerous
chocolates in order to allow the wildlife to be fed for another day!

In 2011, Wild Days has seen many species come into care, some for a short period of a day or two, others
long term of six to seven months. Regardless of their needs and requirements, each receives the highest
level of care and attention to ensure they are relieved from their pain and suffering, and where possible,
rehabilitated to a state where they are fit and healthy to be returned to their families in the wild, from where
they first came.

The nature of rescue and rehabilitation means that the shelter operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
These animals find their way to Wild Days through a variety of means, including rescues initiated by Wildlife
Victoria's Emergency Hotline, AWARE wildlife rescue and other rescue groups, directly from local vets and
through word of mouth directly from the members of the public. In 2010, the average number of animals in
care at Wild Days would range between 10-25 at any given time. During 2011, that number has increased to
30-55 at most times. Below are some noteworthy visitors to Wild Days this year.

The common and the not so common

The flow wildlife that comes through Wild Days often follows the seasons. Many orphaned Wood Ducks
followed by the orphaned Pacific Black Ducks. Many orphaned Brushtail Possums
then the flow of orphaned Ringtail possums. Spring is the time for the baby birds in
particular and Wild Days has had its fair share of birds this year, including some not
so common ones. It is not unusual to receive a call from a vet asking to pick up an
T “injured bird”, species unknown. Recently some of the
visitors to Wild Days included a White Faced Heron (right),
a Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, a Eurasian Coot, Pale-
vented Bush hen (not usually occurring in Victoria), a
Lewin’s Water Rail (left) and a Buff Banded Rail, the water birds making their mark.

Echidnas, Long-necked Turtles and Blue Tongue Lizards also make an interesting
change.

This Lewin’s Water Rail was found wandering around a shopping centre carpark. After a feed and cleanup, it
was returned to the wetland where it belonged. ‘

There are also those birds too young to show their true colours, such as this young
female Australian Magpie (right) raised and recently released, little Rainbow Lorikeet
nestlings, and Welcome Swallow nestlings, stolen from their nest by a school boy
during an excursion and hidden in his school bag then bedroom for a week before
being found. Of the four swallows, being dehydrated and starving, only one survived
but has now been released.
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“Lizzy” the Eastern Grey Kangaroo

Many of you have had the pleasure of meeting Lizzy
at some point along her journey. She was rescued
by chance from the pouch of her mother who lay
dead from road trauma in Lysterfield. Lizzy was a
sad sight, weighing only 637 grams and her eyes
were yet to open, she was cold and hungry. Lizzy
made an initial pitstop at Woofpurnay Vet Hospital
for the once over and then into care. She grew in
size, her eyes opened and her fur grew. She had
such a long way to go but did not look back.

Lizzy reached stardom in her early days meeting
the wonderful Jane Goodall and receiving her
blessing. She also became well known around
the traps at Wildlife Victoria and had regular visits
from Phil and Trix Wollen, the amazing owners of
Kindness House.

Lizzy now weighs 4.75 kilo and can bound at ease
and loves the sunshine. She has a friend Peggy
and they will both soon be ready to move to the next stage of their rehabilitation
at a larger shelter getting ready for the wider free world.
S
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These two ratty looking Rainbow Lorikeets came into care around the same
time. They were both fledglings unable to fly and both had injuries which were
consistent with cat attacks. From day one, the larger of the two would cuddle
with his wing around the other for comfort. They both recovered and were
released together for a life in one another’s company.

This year Wild Days saw a few Sugar Gliders, like
this little one, a young adult who had been caught in
a fence and then attacked by a dog. At only 60 grams, it was surprising she made
it through. In care at a crucial time of her development, she was rehabilitated, her
fitness raised and released back to her home. She flew through the trees with
excitement when released, taking an initial leap from the carry cage to the tree,
then onto my head, then back to the tree and off she went. A nice “goodbye” if you
ask me!

< With the cute and cuddly also comes the loud and noisy. “Squwarker” the Raven
?‘ made Wild Days his home for a few weeks after an injured wing. He made his

presence known to all in the house, day and night. Along with the Corellas,
Sulphur Crested Cockatoos and Magpies, there is often little peace at Wild Days.

A little nestling Rainbow Lorikeet is the current culprit responsible for the most
noise, despite having a full crop, continues to demand food day and night. Her
colours are coming through slowly now and she completes her routine wing
stretching exercises daily.
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The Possums

A large number of the residents at Wild Days are Brushtail and Ringtail Possums. Many are orphans, the
ringtails through their mothers being killed by cats, and the brushtails through their mothers being hit by cars.
All are frightened and need care for a long time. They need to learn the food they have to forage for, how to
climb and jump through the trees, how to avoid predators and not come to the ground, and how to socialise
with other possums. As in all animals, these wonderful creatures have individual personalities and being in
care for several months, become part of the everyday life at Wild Days.

Possums also come in injured and in need of more help. One beautiful Brushtail possum in care at the
moment is “Gloria”. She was taken by a member of the public to the Dandenong Vet Hospital with wounds to

- her feet. Once evaluated thoroughly it was found that she had been
electrocuted and had severe full thickness burns to both feet, both
hands, her tail, her nose, her ears, and as the burns were not fresh, she
had pressure sores across her back from where she had been resting to
relieve the pain. Gloria has a beautiful nature and allowed me to bathe
and dress her wounds without a complaint, day in day out for weeks.

Her wounds have all now healed and she has regained her weight. Her
fur has regrown and now she is in a large cage to increase her fitness
and coordination ready for release. This is one possum who will be
missed at Wild Days.

There is “Alvin” the juvenile Ringtail possum who came in with a broken jaw, cared for brilliantly by Megan in
the early days and now at Wild Days, who recovered and ironically believes the most important thing in the
world is food despite his injuries, and consumes more than the rest.

Then there is the adult Brushtail possum that was blind, the vet chose not to euthanase as she had pouch
young. Unfortunately the pouch young was not at a viable size to be hand raised. A decision was made to
bring “Mum” to Wild Days so she could raise her young to give it a chance. Almost ready now for release,
Mum has her eyesight back and she has done an amazing job raising her young boy who is now about 800
grams. Many animals can lose their eyesight temporarily with the trauma of being hit by a car, however, many
do not have the chance to live while it recovers.

The Releases

The joy of releasing a fit and healthy animal back into the wild is the reward of a wildlife carer. Many animals
that have come to Wild Days this year have been given the second chance to live their lives in the wild. This
picture of some orphaned Wood Ducks on the day of their release, happily foraging in the ground for natural
food. It is good to see they have listened in class!

My experience in many cases is that the animals that have been in care
acknowledge you are not a threat, allow you to treat their wounds and to care
for them, allow you to be part of their lives and then in their own way, give
some sign of thanks when you release them. Birds sometimes fly off, come
back for a minute, then fly off again. Lizards often turn back after they have
scurried off, for a quick goodbye, then off they go. Possums up the tree will
come down a little to give you a quick look, then back up the tree again. But
then there is always one, that one that pees on you as they leave as their sign
of gratitude for all your hard work!

Thanks

As you know, caring for our sick, injured and orphaned native wildlife is a totally voluntary role and the cost of
all care, food, bedding, equipment, housing, medical treatment and love is borne by the Wildlife Carer and
Foster Carers, without any ongoing financial assistance from the Department of Sustainability and
Environment who regulate and license wildlife shelters. As the cause of injury of almost all of the wildlife that
comes into care are directly or indirectly due to human actions, it is a voluntary commitment that | and many
others feel compelled to do.

Some relief is provided by rescue groups Wildlife Victoria and AWARE through food subsidies and the

distribution of donated medical supplies when available, however, without the donations of the friends and
supporters of Wild Days, running a wildlife shelter would be a lot more difficult.
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| would also like to take this opportunity of acknowledging the local veterinary clinics who accept native wildlife
from the public and provide initial assessment and assistance at their cost prior to passing the animals to Wild
Days:

Berwick Veterinary Hospital, Berwick.

Narre Warren Vet Clinic , Fountain Gate.
Woofpurnay Veterinary Hospital, Narre Warren North.
Dandenong Veterinary Hospital, Dandenong.

Animal Emergency Hospital, Hallam.

Fountain Gate Veterinary Hospital, Fountain Gate.

YVVVVY

It has been difficult to compile this 2011 summary as there have been so many animals come through our
doors, good and bad, and many that have not made it. Hopefully for those, we have been able to relieve the
suffering quickly. | have put together some photos of a variety of species for you to “aww” and “ahh” at.

Wild Days would like to thank you for your help and support during 2011 and wish you all the very best for a
wildlife friendly happy 2012.

Yours in caring,

Kay Taranto

WILD DAYS WILDLIFE SHELTER
"care, respect, freedom”

PO Box 168 LPO, Narre Warren, 3805
M: 0408 023 216
E: kay.taranto@bigpond.com

Species that have come through Wild Days Wildlife Shelter in 2011
Brushtail possum Ringtail possum
Sugar Glider Eastern Grey Kangaroo
Swamp Wallaby Blue Tongue Lizard
Short beaked echidna Long necked turtle
Common Wombat Pacific black duck
Wood duck Long billed corella
Yellow tailed black cockatoo Sulphur crested cockatoo
Rainbow lorikeet Musk lorikeet
Eastern rosellas Tawny Frogmouth
Masked Lapwing/Plover Nankeen Kestrel
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< Goshawk <> Boobook Owl

<> White Cheeked Heron <> Australian magpie

<> Raven <> Magpie lark

<> Galah <> Fantailed cuckoo

<> Welcome Swallow <> Noisy miner

<> Thrush <> Ibis

<> Pied Cormorant <> Darter

<> Silver Gull <> Silvereye

<> Purple swamphen <> Buff Banded Rail

<> Lewin’s Rail <> Pale Vented Bush-hen
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