WILD DAYS WILDLIFE SHELTER

Wildlife carer and shelter operator: Kay Taranto
"Care, respect, freedom”

Newsletter: 2012 Roundup

Another year has gone and many more animals have passed through the doors of Wild
Days Wildlife Shelter. What was thought to be a busy start to the year, with 53 animals in
care and another 12 with foster carers (being Brushtail possums, Ringtail possums, a
Long-necked turtle, Pacific black ducks, Eastern Grey kangaroos, a Swamp wallaby,
Rainbow lorikeets, Purple swamphens, a Galah and a Long-billed Corella), turned out to
be only the ‘tip of the iceberg’. Countless new arrivals and departures saw Wild Days’
capacity double throughout the year, ending the year in triple figures! So many stories, to
tell....here are a few. Enjoy!

The first visitor to Wild Days for 2012 was a young adult Purple Swamp Hen on New Year’s Day. He was
taken by a caring member of the public to Woofpurnay Vet Hospital for assessment and then to Wild Days with
possible heat stress. It was only on his release on 3 January after a speedy recovery did | discover the reason
he had been a bit more anxious than normal about being in captivity. This young adult swamphen had a young
R family, with the female and three youngsters
excitedly joining him on the water as he swam
over to them. A very happy start to the new
year for the swamphen and for Wild Days!

On the day of the release, another Purple
swamphen chick came into care for a few
days to recover from being picked up by a
cat. It too was reunited with its family before
too long.

Farewells

During the first half of 2012, Wild Days said farewell to some of the long
term residents, such as “Mum and bubs” the Brushtail Possums in the
picture. You may recall Mum had been rescued in 2011 after being hit
by a car and despite her other wounds, the trauma had caused her to go
blind. Unable to survive in the wild in that condition, the normal course of
action in this circumstance is euthanasia. Mum, however, had a very
young joey in her pouch who was too small to be handraised and
euthanasing Mum would mean the baby would need to go too. A joint
decision was made by the Vet and Wild Days to let Mum raise her baby
so that at least one life could be saved. She was amazing, grooming
her baby as it grew, teaching him how to climb and feed. To our delight,
Mum’s eyesight returned slowly after several months and she made a full recovery, and has now been
released back to the wild with her offspring. What a great day that was, with a tear or two and a wish of luck to
them both.

Off to greener pastures

Wild Days is certainly a lot quieter without Lizzy and Peggy, the two Eastern Grey Kangaroos who graduated
to the next stage of their lives, moving to a larger shelter with vast areas where they can hop endlessly, meet
the local mob and eventually be soft released into national parkland. Whilst Peggy came to Wild Days as a
young joey mate for Lizzy, Lizzy arrived as a tiny injured pinkie lucky to be alive, found by accident when her
dead mother's pouch was checked as she lay on the side of the road. She made it! Thanks BJF for
sponsoring her during her stay.
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Wally the Swamp Wallaby is also missed here at Wild Days. Wally became a favourite, with a personality that
made everyone laugh, he grew and grew, got stronger and bigger, then moved on to a pre-release shelter and
now out in the wild where he belongs. Such a handsome fellow!

Some animals will do anything to come into Wild Days

A rescue call was received for an Australian White lbis, reported as a severely injured bleeding bird in the front
yard of a member of the public’s home in Lynbrook. The bird had been seeking attention by lazing in the yard
for some time, bleeding “profusely” on the concrete and generally looking sad and
sorry for itself. Megan’s rescue efforts brought the bird to Wild Days for repair and
recovery. On arrival and assessment it was found that the poor thing had stubbed
his or her toe, lost a bit of skin from a knuckle and the pad of one toe bed was
pulled away slightly. After a bit of a cleansing soak and ointment, kiss on the head
and cuddle, stopping short of a Thomas the Tank bandaid, this bird was released
back to the wetland nearby his rescue site after first attempting to peck both
Megan and | on the cheek by way of thanks.

The Little Ones

Releasing successfully raised orphans of any species after they have been in your care for several months, is
the most satisfying part of being a carer. The start of the year saw last season’s orphaned Ringtail and
Brushtail possums being released, after proving their readiness and willingness to take on the world. It is also

Ty a time to make room for the new round of orphans E Y
that will come in, each spending time in the nursery,
then the intermediate stage of being outside in the
temperature whilst still being protected from weather,
then into pre-release aviaries with no human contact
and many challenges to navigate before they are
ready to go. Here are some of individual faces of the
lucky Ringtail possums who made it. B
Brushtail possum pinkie

Ringtail possum pinkie
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The Little Feathered Ones

On a shorter timeframe, raising orphaned birds happens at a slightly faster
rate. Some chick species require crop feeding and others species such as
this Lapwing chick, only a few days old, can feed from a spoon or dish from
the start. These amazing creatures have innate behaviours that show
themselves throughout their growth and development, encouraged by being
raised with others of the same species. Exercise time for a young bird, left
foot stretch, right foot stretch, left leg stretch, right leg stretch, left wing out,
right wing out, bit like the Hokey Pokey really, then the fastest wing flapping
you could imagine, strengthening the wing muscles in readiness for that first
take off. Then you cannot stop them!

&<
A AL |
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo

This little bundle of
fluff needed crop
feeding throughout
the day to survive,
the feathers grew
and the beautiful
colours of this
Rainbow Lorikeet
came through in no
time. The squealing of delight when released into the local flock is exciting for anyone to hear.

The variety of birds that come into care at Wild Days is amazing, many come in to regrow feathers that have
been pulled out by a dog, some are recovering from breaks or dislocations caused by cars, and some are
orphaned and need a helping hand to grow. Along with countless magpies and ducklings, these are some of
2012’s feathered visitors.

White Faced Heron

Wood (Maned) Duck

Ahstralian Raven & Little Raven Galahs

Laughing Kookaburra “Shearwater

The Great Escape

When wild birds are kept prisoner, it is common for others in the area to seek them out \
and work on their rescue. An injured young Galah came into Wild Days and as he came
closer to being ready for release, he started calling his friends for help. He had a plan.
Over the coming days, a group of four Galahs started visiting, one on the top of the
aviary, one on the overhanging tree, one on the top of the adjacent aviary and one O
keeping a lookout for the enemy (me). This continued every day, twice a day, with a lot _ gt
of chatter going on between the group. The day had come, time for the breakout. After assessment of his
fitness and once the escape team arrived just on dusk, the aviary door was left ajar. A quick fly around the
aviary, out the door, onto the ground, then straight up to join the Galah on the overhanging tree. Hurried
chatter took place. With the realisation their breakout had been a success, the four Galahs flew off into the
distance, screeching with excited delight that friend was free to fly again.
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The New Arrivals

When animals first arrive at Wild Days, they are often
scared, traumatised, injured, in shock, bruised and
battered, recently orphaned, all manner of things. It
is amazing how wild animals quickly realise when
someone is trying to help not harm them, and accept
assistance without a fight, despite their fear. First
the full physical, then the weigh in, almost always
happy to sit still for the ID photo to be taken and
records to be made. After the treatment of any
injuries, the new residents are put into a cosy
warm and quiet bed with a full tummy for some rest
and recuperation. Where possible, orphans are
buddied up so their daunting experience of being
raised without their mother becomes less of an
ordeal and eventually be released into the wild with
a friend.

Those who stopped for “Bed and Breakfast” for a day or few

Often animals that are rescued come to Wild Days for a short stay, the most common causes being
concussion as the result of road trauma or bruised from a timely escape from a pet encounter. These lucky
ones just need a little quiet time, warmth and food and they are right to go, free to return to their worried
families. These are some of our 2012 short stay visitors.

Lesser long-eared Microbat

Musk Lorikeet Tawny Frogmouth Short béakedA'Echidna Brown Falcon

And then there are those who stopped for a little while longer

‘MR Turtle” (aka the Murray River Turtle) was found by a caring member of the public, who noticed a fishing
line hanging from its mouth, who took it to the Dandenong Vet Hospital. After surgery to remove the fish hook
that was ripping through the side of the mouth, Mr Turtle came to Wild Days for recovery. Well, things move
very slowly for turtles....a slow metabolism means that healing of wounds was also slowed. Weighing in at
almost 2 kilo and with the strength of an ox, Mr Turtle made himself at home until he healed.
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“Blade” the Blue Tongue Lizard

Reptiles are often received at Wild Days, Blue tongue lizards with a dog bite,
Long necked turtles with road trauma, all cold blooded animals, usually all take
their lazing time to heal and be ready for
release. This little Blue tongue lizard came in
with rubbish entangled around his back foot,
almost amputating it, caught just in time to save
the foot and restore circulation, ready for
release in...well, a while. A handy piece of
knowledge is that a quick soak in a bath for a
dehydrated blue tongue will speed the rehydration process, as they are able to
drink from both ends simultaneously. Hmmm.

Now just when we thought Mr Turtle was slow, enter..... “‘Blade”.  Blade
was also received after first receiving treatment from Dandenong Vet
Hospital, with large wounds across his back. He had a funny tinge of green
about him that the vet was unsure of. Arriving at Wild Days, “Blade” as he
was to be called, had been mowed over with a lawn mower, the green grass
colour was to wash off in time. The
wounds covered his entire back from neck
to the base of his tail and were full
thickness, to bone and tendon. The
prognosis was not good for Blade, nor
were the efforts to bandage him. At first,
this was an easy task as Blade did not
have the energy to put up a fight, however,
as the pain relief kicked in, he decided it
would be fun to make life difficult. He
would alternate the game between two options, one was to puff up as fat as
he could during bandaging and then once done, deflate and walk away,
leaving a nice bandage casing sitting on the bench. The second choice was
to flatten his body like a pancake
during bandaging then once done, get
up at which time all adhesive parts of the bandage would crinkle and fall
off, and again he would walk away with a chuckle.

It was unclear how long injuries of this magnitude would take to heal,
whether he would be able to regrow scales and more importantly,
whether he would be able to shed his skin as he must be able to do.
Often scars will hinder this
process and cause
complications that can be fatal
to a reptile. If this were a mammal, the type of injury would probably
take a few months to heal fully, but this was a reptile and we know
they are slow. Searching for some guidance, | stumbled across
another carer’s pictorial history of a blue tongue lizard with similar
but not quite as severe injuries as Blade. Her lizard recovered in 10
months! It would seem that Blade was going to be in for the long
haul, which he was, and he healed and regrew his scales, shed his
skin a couple of times before leaving and left. Amazing creatures.

Support where it is needed

Wild Days receives sick, injured and orphaned animals through rescues, through wildlife rescue groups such
as Wildlife Victoria and AWARE, through Vets and directly from the public. The public who take the time to
care when they see an animal in need are to be praised, for there are too many who pass straight by. We, on
behalf of the animals, thank the Vets and their staff who provide initial treatment before passing animals to
Wild Days, who are:

Woofpurnay Vet Hospital Berwick Vet Hospital

Narre Warren Vet Clinic Dandenong Vet Hospital

Dr Cantwell Vet the Ultimate Vet Clinic
Fountain Gate Vet Clinic AEC Hallam

Greencross Stud Park. Thanks!
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Multicultural flavour

It is often good to take note of the
harmony in nature. Many animals of
different species that come into care as
orphans or with injuries that do not
pose any health risk to another, quite
willingly share their space, often
offering comfort to the other, despite
what that other species may be. Some
animals even take it upon themselves

to protect or mother another animal in =
care. Magpie & Galah

Long Billed Corella & Little Corella

That is, so long as you are not a Tawny
Frogmouth who had been in care for a few
weeks, recovering happily in his own company,
when suddenly and without warning, was asked
to share his space with a duck, who had
concussion after being knocked by a car. The
Tawny showed his absolute shock at the
suggestion!

i Happlly enjoying the day Enter one duck!
Wild Days’ Rescues

Rescuing injured wildlife is a large part of being a wildlife carer and having
attended many rescues over the years, it highlights the enormous impact
we are having. Unfortunately, the bulk of rescues result in animals being

euthanased, with injuries too severe to
| survive. For the fortunate few, where
human carelessness is the cause,
discarded fishing line and hook through
the leg of a Black Swan or netting
entangled around a young Magpie’s wing,
rescue and rehabilitation is possible. Even
where human behaviour is callous, where
using our wildlife as target practise is seen
to be fun, some do thankfully survive.

B

Wild Days is located in an area of growth where remaining bushland is
being divided for housing developments and often those housing
developments are plonked in the middle of bushland to give a ‘view’ to the
occupant. The result is many rescues of kangaroos who, whilst hopping
through the path they have taken for many years, end up in strife, as did
this kangaroo when it became startled, jumped one jump the wrong way,

directly into the hole surrounding a newly placed water tank. Unharmed but
stuck, thankfully the owner called for rescuers and we were able to lift him
out and return him to his family waiting on the hill directly behind. They
reunited and, as always, turned to say thanks before jumping off.

Ewww

Early one morning, we had arrived at a house in Endeavour Hills after a
call for the rescue of a baby Brushtail possum. This family, living on a main
road, had noticed what they thought to be a cat in their garden. Watching
this cat curled up in the yard for a few days, had seen it move a bit but had
no inclination to approach the said cat. Becoming frustrated at the smell
that was now coming from that direction, they finally made a decision to
tackle the issue, approaching to find a small now orphaned Brushtail
possum clinging desperately to the back of his mum, who had died slowly
in the yard after being hit by a car. Upon our arrival, the member of the
public informed us they had already named the possum “Lucky” and were
happy they could save it. Once back in our car with “Lucky”, we noticed the
large volume of maggots that were covering him, his eyes, ears, tail, and
literally eating him alive while clinging to his dead mum. After a good clean
up at Wild Days, he was then affectionately known as “Lucky Maggots”
who healed, grew and has been released.
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Wild Days’ Foster Carers

Megan, one of my keen Foster Carers, survived the release of her first two successfully raised Ringtail
Possums, Kwibi and Ida, early in the year with only a little quiver of her bottom lip. After checking on them
some time later, Megan informs me they had left the hand made drey we had released them in and have built
their own drey higher nearby in the canopy, constructing it from the surrounding foliage. Well done Megan!

Wild Days says good luck to Marilyn whose time as a Foster Carer under Wild Days’ supervision has come to
an end and she has now successfully become a licensed Wildlife Shelter in her area. Congratulations!

Wild Days moving onwards and upwards

With the more than doubling of animal intake over the past year, the need to grow became evident. A working
bee early in the year included repairs, construction of shelving to accommodate more cages and the

it C reconstruction of more aviaries. A big thank you to all those who have
contributed their time and energy to helping out with these tasks at Wild
Days during 2012 and Megan’s grandma and Sue who donated their
unused aviaries, they are now being used to capacity. Thanks Lisa, Raf,
Alan, Fran, Raquel, Jacqui, Julie, Mum, Megan, Alan, Pat, Greg, Fiona,
Renaud, Ross, Como and the other Ross for your help.

I would like to acknowledge and thank everyone who has been able to
financially donate to Wild Days during 2012, particularly the Warren
Opportunity Shop, which contributions go a long way to continuing the
recovery of wildlife in need. Thanks goes to Pat and Melanie for the
collection of medical supplies and to all those who have donated their unwanted towels and other items over
the year, and drank Macconna coffee so they could donate the lids. Special thanks to the M+K staff for their
continued willingness to consume endless chocolates to maintain the fundraising efforts, we all know you do it
for the wildlife!

Toward the second half of the year, Wild Days was on the hunt for regular Shelter Helpers once the volume of
animals in care was sitting, on average, over 100 animals. Some stayed for a day, some for a little while,
others continue their contribution. Many thanks to all the shelter helpers, Natasha, Catherine, Julie, Rosemary,
Val, Mum and Jeni; those who have helped with releases, Pringa, Megan, Jacq and Hayley (tree climbing and
possum box attachment not the easiest task!); and browse collection, Julie, Joy and Rosemary.

The current on the ground Wild Days support team consists of Megan
(Foster Carer), Rosemary and Jeni (Shelter Helpers), Joy, Julie & co. and
Rosemary (Browse collectors), Mum (the occasional babysitter), and then
there is Jenni (Pouch Maker Extraordinaire). Jenni pulled out her old sewing
machine and produced her first pouch, to which the kind response was “that
is lovely, thanks”, now the response to her magnificent creations is “Wow,
that is amazing, how did you do That!”....and that response comes from the )
possums. (I believe her Mum and Dad had a little input too, thanks). / A

A special mention to the Wild Days apprentice, Timmy, who at 7 years of age has clocked up the most number
of volunteer hours since moving into next door, helping with all sorts of tasks, topping up water bowls, washing
feed dishes, helping with mulching, and only a small comment here or there, such as “Doing all of this work
makes you thirsty, doesn'’t it?” not daring to ask to stop for a drink! Thanks Timmy.

An enormous “THANKS” goes to my amazing daughters, Jacqueline and Hayley, who help out at all hours of
the day and night, with all tasks, including keeping my wheels turning at the point of exhaustion. The thanks
extends too to the boyfriends, who unknowingly end up getting roped into certain jobs. Good job.

Small steps

| am often asked by people who wish to help in some way, to give them a list of
consumables that are used at Wild Days so that they may, where possible,
purchase one item now and then whilst doing their regular shopping, to make a
small but valuable contribution to the shelter. While much of the food supplies
required to raise and rehabilitate native wildlife is specialized and purchased
from wildlife specialty suppliers, there are also many products that are available
from supermarkets and pet produce stores. It may be a box of tissues or a bottle
of hand cleaner that adds a couple of dollars to the shopping bill and in the most
part unnoticed, however, to Wild Days, those contributions are what makes the shelter keep bubbling along
and allow funds to be put towards the more expensive specialized foods. A list of consumables and other
items that are used is included at the end and are welcomed where anyone may be in a position to contribute.
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Something to ponder

As a wildlife carer, a lot of time is spent trying to source information about
caring for Australian wildlife as, sadly, not a lot is known about our amazing
animals. In this search, it is common to find inspiring information on
websites of other wildlife shelters and centres throughout Australia, such
as this information on the Minton Farm Animal Rescue Centre in South
Australia website www.mintonfarm.com.au that should be shared.

“Our Wonderful History

When the English settlers first arrived in Australia, they found the country
overrun by huge rats. Horrified, they set about eradicating them by
clubbing them to death. These animals were in fact Potoroos, now extinct in the wild.

In the 1920's a delicacy in the market for feasting on as Sunday roast, bought in bundles of one dozen, were
brush-tailed Bettongs. Then as numerous as rabbits, now sadly extinct in SA in the wild.

These marvelous "rat kangaroos" actually plant their own gardens. They bite seeds to crack their outer shell to
assist with germination, dig a small hole and stomp the earth down with their hind feet. In a few weeks they
are able to reap the fruits of their harvest. | had a beautiful crop of sunflowers that they planted in my front
yard.

What a sad track record we have to follow.

Today, in our wisdom and superior knowledge, we treat our most intelligent marsupial as vermin to be
eradicated - the brush tail possum. Have we not learned anything from our ancestors' mistakes? Will we be
shocked when this wonderful animal is also declared extinct? Along with the hairy nosed wombats, the
rainbow lorikeets, etc.”

Some faces of the affectionate personable orphaned Brushtail Possums from Wild Days in 2012
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On a personal note, in recent times | have been forced to question the reason why | continue as a wildlife

carer, despite the difficult,

challenging and almost prohibitive physical, emotional and financial stresses that

being a wildlife carer places on me, and no doubt most other carers. | found myself reaffirming my passion to

Our impact will eventually

be part of the solution rather than the problem towards the future survival of the
wildlife around us, against the force of human interference and destruction. Almost
all wildlife that comes into my care has been harmed due to human actions. Many
do not make it through the ordeal. Thank goodness for the ones that do.

| continue to be puzzled by those who choose to live in an urban surrounding yet
complain about the wildlife who share their space, those who clear native
vegetation to replace it with European vegetation forcing wildlife who relied on it to
find new homes allowing introduced species to take over, those who choose
barbed wire as fencing instead of wildlife friendly options, those who discard fishing
line and hooks only to be found caught in our waterbirds, those who believe that if
an animal jumps away after being hit by a bulbar at 100km it is ok, and those who
even without being directly impacted, refer to our native wildlife as pests to be
eradicated, such as the beautiful Brushtail Possum and Eastern Grey Kangaroo.

wipe out many species we take for granted and there will be those same people

taking their grandchildren for a stroll in the park wondering why it is so quiet, as the song of the birds will have

gone. So my decision is

not to be one of those people and by sharing my thoughts with anyone who will

listen, hopefully more people may make changes to do less harm. Slow down on the roads, plant native
plants and learn to live with and enjoy Australia's unique amazing wildlife.

"When we return wild animals to nature, we merely return them to what is already theirs. For
man cannot give wild animals freedom, they can only take it away." Jacques Cousteau

| hope you have enjoyed sharing the ups and downs and faces of Wild Days for the last twelve months.

Yours in caring,

Kay Taranto

WILD DAYS WILDLIFE SHELTER

"care, respect, freedom”

PO Box 168 LPO, Narre Warren, 3805

M: 0408 023 216
E: kay.taranto@bigpond.com

Species that

e
e

have come through Wild Days Wildlife Shelter in 2012

< Brushtail Possum < Tawny Frogmouth

> Ringtail Possum <> Little Black Cormorant
> Eastern Grey Kangaroo <> Pied Cormorant

< Swamp Wallaby < Masked Lapwing/Plover
> Sugar Glider <> Noisy Miner

X3

*

Short Beaked Echidna

X3

*

Painted Quail

R/
0.0

Long Necked Turtle

R/
0.0

Little Button Quail

R/
0.0

Murray River Turtle

R/
0.0

New Holland Honeyeater

R/
0.0

Eastern Blue Tongue Lizard

R/
0.0

Laughing Kookaburra

R/
0.0

Large Forest Microbat

R/
0.0

Spotted Pardalote

R/
0.0

Lesser Long-eared Microbat

R/
0.0

Australian Raven

<> Sulphur Crested Cockatoo <> Little Raven

< Galah < Australian Magpie
< Long Billed Corella < Magpie Lark

< Little Corella < Purple Swamphen
< Australian White lbis < Silver Gull

< Pacific Black Duck < Silvereye

<> Wood Duck <> Willie Wagtail

< Eastern Rosella < Brown Falcon

< Musk Lorikeet < Barn Owl

<> Rainbow Lorikeet < Sacred Kingfisher
<> Crimson Rosella <> Shearwater

R/
0.0

Red Wattlebird

R/
0.0

Yellow Rumped Thornbill

R/
0.0

Pied Currawong

R/
0.0

White Faced Heron

R/
0.0

Grey Butcherbird

R/
0.0

Eurasian Coot

R/
0.0

Grey Headed Flying Fox
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Types of donations always needed at Wild Days

e Bird seed — wild bird mix, small bird mix, parrot mix

e Lorikeet nectar powder mix

e Hand rearing mix for parrots and other bird species

e Duck starter/crumble

e Rabbit/guinea pig mix or pellets — used for herbivorous animals

e Fruit and vegetables for supplemental feed — sweet potatoes, carrots, apples, pears, corn, bananas

e Almonds and seeds, trail mix

e Eucalyptus wool wash — all towels and bedding are washed in eucalyptus to avoid irritants to the
animals

e Tissues, toilet paper and baby wipes for toileting young orphaned animals

e Animal safe disinfectants (eg F10, Virasafe), scourers, scrubbing brushes,

e Hand sanitiser

e Paw paw ointment

e Disposable gloves

e Antibacterial wipes

e Saline to flush and treat wounds

e Betadine liquid

e Gauze and wound dressings, vet wrap, cotton buds, cotton wool, blueys, pipettes

e PVC pipe off-cuts used as browse holders in cages and aviaries

e Cable ties of various sizes for securing branches and other cage structures

¢ Ropes, thick and thin

e Feeding dishes — such as ramekins of various sizes with flat bottoms so they do not tip over

e Cane baskets for hanging in aviaries for enrichment to place fruit and vegetable snacks

e Maconna Coffee lids — they are excellent non-spill feeding dishes for new little orphans

e Baby bunny rugs and wraps used for bedding for small orphans

e Flannelette material for making pouch liners

e Polar fleece material for pouch outers

e Towels — large and small, face washers

Wild Days Wish List (just in case anyone has any spare laying around)

Microscope

Port-a-cot

Chest freezer

Camcorder to record rescues and releases

Financial donations are always welcome and needed. They can be made by direct deposit:
K. Taranto, Commonwealth Bank, BSB 062-692 Acct 13708784, or by sending to Wild Days at
PO Box 168 LPO, Narre Warren 3805.

Thank you,

From me and the animals at Wild Days Wildlife Shelter
Licensed Wildlife Carer 13794194
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